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Our goals today..
Learn the characteristics of 
incoming college students
Discuss how we can support 
our Parkland Students
Come away with ideas and 
tools for implementing now!
What are your goals for today?
Please take a minute and think about what 
you hope to achieve this morning!
What are the characteristics of 
incoming college students in the 
United States?
What proportion of all high school seniors in the 
United States are “proficient” in reading?
A. 21%
B. 37%
C. 52.3%
D. 71.8%
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Using Plickers or 
another student 
response method 
increases attendance 
and participation
www.plickers.com
High-school seniors are not college ready
Nation’s Report Card (2015) shows the majority of high 
school seniors are NOT college ready: 
✓ 75% of seniors are NOT proficient in math
✓ 63% of seniors are NOT proficient in reading
✓ Proficiency in writing and other domains was also analyzed
Click here to see the 
National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, 
Report Card, 2015
Reading proficiency of high-school seniors
National Assessment of Educational Progress, Report Card, 2015
Let’s close more closely at 63% of seniors who are                 
NOT proficient in reading….
63% of seniors
Certain students are more at-risk for 
underpreparedness
Same report shows that minority 
and first-generation college 
students are most at risk for 
being unprepared for college:
✓ 41% - 83% of minority students 
are NOT proficient in reading
✓ 76% - 82 % of first-generation 
college students are NOT 
proficient in reading
✓ Data are similar for math
Click here to see the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, Report Card, 2015
And yet…Most students go to college
Analyses in 2012 for students graduating in 2004 show 
that most high school graduates enroll in college
✓ 79% enrolled within 2 years of graduating high school 
✓ 88% enrolled within 8 years of graduating high school
Click here to see the Center for Public Education’s 2014 analyses of the
U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
Education Longitudinal Study (ELS, 2002)
This means there 
is a very large 
pool of at-risk 
college students
Most are tracked into development classes
CCCSE (2016) studied 70, 000 
students at 150 schools
✓ 86% believe they are 
academically prepared for 
college
✓ Yet, 68% of students place into 
developmental classes
Click here to access the Center for 
Community College Student Engagement, 
2016 National Report
Many students do not finish college
Click here to see the news on U.S. Department of Education, National Center for 
Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Winter 
2015–16, Graduation Rates component.
Only 59 % of 1st time, full-
time college students 
graduate from 4-year 
schools in 6 years
Just 29 % of 1st time, full-
time college students 
graduate from 2-year 
schools in 3 years
Discussion
Time!
1. What is an educated student -
what should they know and be able 
to do?
2. What is the purpose of general 
education for all of our students -
both career and transfer?
Discussion
Time!
• Discuss your GLO.
• Share what an assignment 
or activity that you use to 
teach the GLO.
• How do you know if 
students learned?
General education for all of our students can 
support development of needed skills
We should focus on developing                                         
three key sets of skills
Academic
✓ Reading
✓ Math
✓ Writing
✓ Verbal 
communication
✓ Higher thought
✓ And more
Personal
✓ Growth mindset
✓ Scheduling
✓ Sleep habits
✓ Stress management
✓ Interpersonal relations
✓ Mental health (anxiety 
& depression)
✓ And more
Professional
✓ Advising
✓ 10 key skills 
employers want
✓ Long-term goals
✓ Motivation
✓ Linking course 
content with jobs
✓ Internships & 
volunteering
✓ And more
Developing general education 
skills improves professional skills
Best practice is to encourage active processes
Meta-analysis by Dunlosky, 
et al. (2013) examined the 
effectiveness of 10 learning 
techniques
The most effective 
techniques required more 
ACTIVE processing:
✓ Distributed practice
✓ Practice testing
✓ Elaborative interrogation
✓ Self-explanation
Our students (wrongly) think rereading, 
highlighting and summarizing work best
Our goals today..
Learn the characteristics of 
incoming college students
Discuss how we can support 
our Parkland Students
Come away with ideas and 
tools for implementing now!
Did we reach our goals?
Let us know on the evaluation sheet please!
Thank you for your excellent work!
We look forward to working 
with you to support our 
Parkland Students!
Look out for information from 
CETL about more opportunities 
to support student needs!
Any questions or thoughts? 
Please feel free to email us:
jweishar@parkland.edu
pverstrat@parkland.edu
mseim@parkland.edu
sgrison@parkland.edu
CETL Open Hours
Mondays: 12-3 pm
Tuesdays: TBD
Wednesdays: 12-3 pm
Thursdays: TBD
Fridays: TBD
Growth Mindset, Friday, 
8/18, 9 am, D116
